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Sir: 


Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 


In the Claims: 


Please cancel claims 7-29 without prejudice. 


Please amend claims 1 , 4, and 5 to read as follows: 



1 . (Amended) An aciculaY bod^ompising at least one inorganic compound of 
\ a metal selected from the grou\ consisting of Groups' IB, IIA, IIB, MIA, 1MB, IVA, IVB, 
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